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Propofals for ereéling an Academy for Lying, recoms 


mended*, 


«* The world is nat’rally averfe 
«¢ To all the truth it fees or hears, 
«« But fwallows nonfenfe, and a lie, 
*« With greedinefs and gluttony.” 
BuT Ler. 


AM very often furprifed to hear parents taking fome pains 
to prevent their children from learning to lie, which, in my 
humble opinion, is at prefent not only the moft ufeful, but the 
moft gentleman-like qualification in fafhion. ’Tis true, our 
anceftors had ftrange antiquated notions about this moft ex- 
cellent faculty, and I lately heard a compleat man of the beau 
monde declare, with the jufteft derifion, that his grandmother 
frequently exhorted him, when he was a child, not to be guilty 
of the fin of lying. Such was the ignorance of our tore= 
fathers! but thanks to our aufpicious ftars, the light of know- 
ledge now begins to dawn upon us, and if we make improves 
ments proportionable to what has been done of late, we thall, 
in a very little time, become the moft juftly-celebrated lying 
age that ever was, or perhaps ever will be. It is no {mall fae 
tisfa&ion to me, who am a profefled admirer of this accom- 
Vor, XXX. 20 plifhment, 


* Vide page 150 of the Entertainer, for Auguft 21, 1797. 
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plifhment, to fee with what affiduity and fuccefs people of the 
firft diftin@tion purfue it, and with what ambition their infe- 
riors imitate them; for, to lie with a good grace is the princi- 
pal recommendation for fervitude, from my Lord down to his 
valet de chambre. 

To give a fanétion to this new and laudable cuftom, the 
whole bench of fuperior clergy is promoted to the higheft ec- 
clefiaftical preferment with an open lie. What elfe is that 
pofitive aflertion, which every Doétor of Divinity makes, (nolo 
epifeopi) before that very Chapter, for a conge d’elire, to 
whom he has-been foliciting feveral weeks before? Nor are 
thofe warm falutations that daily pafs at Court lefs remarkable, 
when one great man congratulates another upon a recovery 
from a dangerous illnefs, of whofe place he had been in con- 
tinual expectation. 

As to the phyficians, no otialenas of the faculty ever pre- 
fcribes or takes a fee, without adorning his harangue and paper 
with this noble ingredient; for the doctor always expatiates on 
the infallibility of the remedy, even in incurable cafes, and 
protefts, with his cane at his mouth, that he’ll not receive the 
very guinea he’s modeftly putting into his pocket. 

Should I mention the excellence which the gentlemen of the 
law have in this {cience, over all other occupations, who pro- 
fefs to live by it, | dare fay the long robe would not thank me 
for fo unneceflary an eulogium, as they have eminently difs 
tinguifhed themfelves through all ages, for conftantly perfe- 
vering in the defence and promotion of its intereft, even when 
fathion, and the opinion of the times, have ftubbornly borne 
up againft their endeavours. Nor would it be lefs prefump- 
tuous to attempt the praife of thofe who fupport the nation by 
theie labours; I mean the merchants and tradefmen of all 
kinds, whofe counting-houfes and counters are fo many pris 
vate {chools throughout this kingdom, for educating ingenious 
youth in the knowledge of lying; and fuch is its wonderful 
efficacy in trade, that it attracts money as it were with a mags 
netical power. 

There isa fet of gentlemen who, I fuppofe, begin to be 
jealous that 1 beftow fuch encomiums upon all other employ- 
ments, and have not yet mentioned them, who are the fource 
and proteflors of all forts of lying ; thefe are the poéts; and 
if, according to a great critic, Homer; was the beft poct of his 
time, becaule he was the firit who knew * to lie as he ought,” 
thea furely they have fome reafon to take notice of my neg- 
lect, who by their happy talents have lately carried this wif- 
dom 
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dom to the higheft perfeftion. To them the education of 
children ought to be committed, let their intended profeffions 
be what they will, and it is the duty of all parents to be pare 
ticularly careful to felect fuch gentlemen for this employment, 
as are thoroughly acquainted with the fcience of lying, ia 
allits branches. I don’t think it would be amifs to eftablifh 
an academy for lying in fome convenient part of all market 
towns. This academy thould be open at all hours of theday, 
and for the greater convenience of apprentices, and thofe who 
are dependent, any paflenger fhould call in whenever he would, 
and have a leffon proper for his abilities, at a fixed price. . 
I would have over the door, as there is at moft feminaries, a 
board, with an infcription of this kind: 

“ Here is taught, in the moft careful and expeditious way, 
the noble and ufeful {cience of lying, in all its branches, in the 
moft eafy and natural manner, to qualify young people for all 
employments of life, as minifters of ftate, negociators, Mem- 
bers of Parliament, parfons, lawyers, phyficians, courtiers, 
valets de chambre, footmen, and chamber maids, 

“ N.B. Young gentlemen and ladies may be inftru&ted at 
home.” 

For the want of fuch an academy as this, and proper inftruc- 
tions, many a fine genius has been {poiled, or, as it frequently 
happens from good talents mifapplied, beea reduced and ex- 
pofed tothe contempt which is annexed to poverty, when the 
world, or at Jeaft the country where he was born, might have 
greatly profited by his labours, had they been exerted in a right 
manner ; for it muft be obferved by the bye, that though fo 
great commendations are due tg thofe that lie dexteroufly, and 
with a good grace, yet no le{s ignominy befalls thofe who, like 
a bungling juggler, are dete€ted in their conveyance. 

One qualification neceflary for this fcience muft previoufly 
be had, either by nature or acquifition, that is, an immutable 
afpe@, which the vulgar call impudence ; by the affiftance of 
this great virtue many practifers have performed wonders, and, 
indeed, without it *tis impoffible to make any tolerable figure. 

But I cannot pafs over one error which the greateft men are 
guilty of, and which has been of great differvice both to them- 
felves and the fcience; I mean miftaking the turn of their 
genius, How often have 1 known a man, who has the moft 
furprifing capacity for telling a ferious lic, mifcarry by at- 


‘tempting a facetious one; and the droil dog, who could have 


impofed on palf mankind, by exhibiting his rifible mufcles, be 
difcovered even among thofe poor creatures that belong to 
e472 truth, 
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truth, when he dilated them into a ferious affertion, Nor has 
it given me lefs concern, to behold thofe that would have fhone 
in negociations at Lifle, telling lies behind a counter ; and, 
on the other hand, envoys and ambafladors fent to difcover our 
want of judgment abroad, who would have lied with incre- 
dible fuccefs ina warehoufe at home. 

The recommended academy, therefore, would obviate all 
thefe inconveniencies, by putting every onc into his proper 
channel, and teaching them what is, and what is not adapted 
to their particular turn and capacity. As lying, therefore, is 
become fo effential and neceflary a qualification, ’tis the indif- 
penfable duty, not only of parents and guardians, but of ma- 


giftrates, to do every thing for the promotion of fo laudable an 


undertaking, and to make it one part of their office (as of 
old), to infpeét into the education of youth, and to make this, 
by proper encouragement, the end of all their ftudies. If the 
miniftry wil] take this into ferious confideration, and ufe fuira- 
ble methods for eftablifhing fo glorious a feminary, I doubt 
not but our ifland will become fo famous in future ages, that it 
will be called the nation of invention, and the patrons of the 
defign be known by the noble appellation which Tully confers 
upon Herodotus himfelf, of patres mendaciorum. 


Honiton. NEDDY. 





INTERESTING TRIAL. 
SESSION HOUSE, CLERKENWELL. 
CRIM. CON. 

BoppincTon v. Boppincron. 
(Continued from Page 231, and concluded.) 


we Mr. Boddington arrived at his houfe in London, 
he found a letter upon the defk, addrefled to him thus— 
“S1R, 

“ When we parted laft Wednefday, it was for the laf 
time. I have deceived you in this tranfaQion, but it is not 
the firft time that I have deceived you. When you fee my 
father, for God’s fake, break it out to him by degrees—I have 
drawn upon our banker for feven hundred pounds, and I bid 
you farewell.” 

The 
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The learned Counfel admitted, that all Judges and juries 
ought to carry their confideration to the utmoft extent of that 
compaffion to the infirmities of mankind with which the be- 
nevolent and humane laws of England invefted them. As 
for inftance, where a man under the influence of paffion {trikes 
a blow, and death enfues on it, the tendernefs of the law con- 
verts it into an inferior {pecies of homicide ; but the law 
exercifes no fuch tendernefs where reafon has an opportunity 
of refuming her throne. Here is a man who has formed a 
deliberate plan in his mind, in London, to debauch this un- 
happy lady, and travels down to Bath and executes the plan; 
he travels 109 miles, thinking all the way on what he was 
about to prattife. Mr. Erfkine, therefore, appealed to Mr. 
Sheriff, and the jury, that their jurifdiction did not extend to 
the defendant’s fituation. Reafon had an opportunity of 
gaining the afcendancy in his mind, and he was bound by the 
moft facred obligations that could bind mankind to have 
changed his refolution, He jad this defendant felt thofe re- 
lations of life which he had made part of his introduction, as 
was evident from part of a letter which he fhould read. 

In that letter, the defendant fays to the plaintiff, * When 
you fee my father, for God’s fake, break it to him by degrees.” 
The defendant himfelf thought this was enough to break a 
father’s heart; and if fo, what muft it be to the hufband, 
whom he had driven to defpairand ruin! At the very time the 
defendant wrote that letter, ae wenton boldly and deliberately 
tohis objet. With regard to what the sncanilt had fuffered, 
Mr. Erfkine faid it was impoffible for him to ftate it: It 
would be infulting the jury to fuppofe, that they muft not feel 
with fenfibility, and take into their enlightened contea:plation 
and confideration, the nature and quality of {uch an offence; 
they would alfo confider every circumftance of aggravation 
that belonged toit. The greateft artift of antiquity, who is 
but another name for painting itfelf, having intended to draw 
an human countenance, diew only a veil to hide that which he 
had not the power of exprefling. If that belonged, faid 
Mr. Erfkine tothe firft pattern of art, what fhall I do but be 
filent ? 

« Gentlemen, fuch is the melancholy, fhocking, and difguft- 
ful cafe, which it is my duty to bring in evidence before you: 
And I conjure you, thereGre, by al I the facred ties of human 
focietys to array yourfeives in terror, and to execute qxemeinry 
juttice upon fo atrocious a profanation of every principle 
which upholds it I call upon you, as you aie hufbands, 
Ory 
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or, if unmarried, as you are the honourable offspring of 
marriage, to fave that facred inftitution from a pollution 
which, if not blotted out by the univerfal brand and execration 
of mankind, muft infufe fufpicion and jealoufy through the 
neareft clailes of confanguinity, and poifon all the bleffings 
which unite families together in cordial and unfufpecting 
affe@tion. 

* I call upon you, as you are perfons who are, or probably 
have been engaged in the tranfactions and traffic of this great 
commercial country, who know the confidences which muft 
indifpenfably be beftowed by men in the aétive concerns of 
life, who know alfo the occafions and opportunities from 
which fuch indifpenfable confidences are infeparable, and who 
cannot but feel that it is only in the facrednefs of {uch rela- 
tions, and in the honour which rifes up to nip in the bud even 
the firft imaginations of a breach of them, that the honour or 
happinefs of ufeful and adtive life can be fecured or protected 
—under this impreffion, I call upon you to rife up in awful 
judgment againft fo deliberate and difgraceful a violation of 
the very radical hold-up and buoy of the commercial world. 

«¢ I call upon you, alfo, as you are fathers, as you look back 
with duty and gratitude to thofe who gave you being, and 
forward again to thofe who are to reprefent you hereafter in 
ftations which you have yourfelves filled with fo much reputa- 
tion ; [call upon youto give a folemn parental leffon from the 
feat of juftice, that the virtuous of the rifing generation may 
be ftrengthened in the courfe of virtue, and the vicious appalied 
in the headlong career of debauchery and difhonour, 

* [call upon you, laftly, to recolle& the peculiar fituation 
in which you prefide to-day. In confequence of the defendant 
having fhrunk, by the plea of guilty, fromthe decifion of the 
faperior fudges and the juries by which they are affifted, he 
thought, no doubt, that he thereby mitigated his fentence— 
that he retired into acorner from the fternface of the world, 
and that the damages would probably fink in the defcending 
feale of jurifditions. 1am fure I fhall not offend you when 
Tacknowledge, when feeking to countervail this purpofe, and 
imprefled with the extraordinary magnitude of the caufe, that 
§ fought to retain it in the Court of King’s Bench, and make 
it the fubject of a formal application. But the fuperior 
Judges confidered that the only qualities eflential to a wife and 


falutary verdict were, humanity to the oppreffed, fenfibility . 


towards outraged and undone innocence, indignation againft the 
lawlefs difturber of houfehold peace, and vengeance againft 
9 the 
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the violater of all focial order and happinefs : Thefe the Court 
pronounced to be the only principles conneGted. with this pro- 
ceeding; in thefe they decided that you had no fuperiors. 
May your verdict juftify this decifion !” 

Mr. Thomas Green was the firft witnefs called on the part 
of the plaintiff. [The adultery was admitted.] ‘This gen- 
tleman fpoke to Mrs. Boddington being fent from India to 
Europe, along with her two brothers, for their education. 
When fhe was about to return to India, the plaintiff and his 
father folicited fhe might ftay, on account of the ftrong attach- 
ment the plaintiff had to her: She did ftay, and was married 
to the plaintiff in confequence of the confent of her father. 
He faid he drew up the marriage fettlement, which amounted 
to 10,500l. in the three percents. He fometimes vifited Mr. 
and Mrs. Boddington, and thought her extremely well married. 
Her hufband was very attentive to her, and they feemed happy. 

Mrs. Emerton faid, fhe had known Mrs, Boddington from 
the time fhe was ten years of age. She was not forward, but 
referved in her manners, She was extremely beautiful, and 
appeared very virtuous. Her hufband treated her with the 
greateft attention. Mrs. Boddington was a domeftic woman, 
and very much attached to her hulband and children. On her 
crofs examination, the faid the was fometimes in the company 
of the defendant and Mrs, Boddington, and about fix months 
before the clopement thought fhe perceived a marked attention 
on the ‘part of the defendant towards Mrs, Boddington ; fhe 
thought he admired her. She mentioned it to Mrs. Bodding- 
ton, but thought it too delicate to take any notice of to the 
plaintiff or the defendant’s father. Mrs. Boddington lived 
fome time at her houle previous to her marriage. 

Mr. Cline had known the plaintiff and his lady near feven 
years. He had alfo been in company with the defendant = 
her at the fame time, and never obferved the defendant pay an 
particular attention to her. Her hufband was always ex 
tremely attentiveto herand the children, and he was much 
furprifed when he firft heard of this bufinefs, 

Mr. Street was clerk in the plaintiff’s houfe. ‘The plaintiff 
and defendant, he faid, were partners in trade. He had not 
much opportunity of obferving the conduct of the plai intiff 
and his Jady to each other ; butas far as he perceived it, it w 
perfectly proper. He was a ataeach attentive hufband; sal 
he was always at home in the evening : He feemed to be very 
happy in paying attentions to °F Sg Se “Boddin gton, and fhe ia 
receiving them. ‘The defendant had been about three years a 
partner 
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partner in the houfe ; the firft year he received one-third of the 
profits, aud the two laft years he received 4-9ths, and the 
plaintiff 5-9ths.—He could not fay what the defendant’s 
Capital was. 

Mr. Law —* Mr. Sheriff, and gentlemen of the jury. 
I fhould betray a great want of feeling mylelf, and a great 
ignorance of the feelings which belong to you, excited too fo 
powerfully as they have been by the very impreffive addrefs of 
my learned friend, if 1 was not conicious that I rife under great 
difficulties, in obtaining from you that difpafionate audience, 
which, though I am confident you will grant me, yet (fo con- 
ftituted is the mind of man) after having been called upon, as 
you have, by the powers of eloquence, I cannot expect to find 
you difpofedto do. I truft, however, that the folemn duty you 
have to difcharge, a duty which it is unneceflary for me to im- 
prefs on your minds, will induce you to give attention to the 
few obfervations I thall make, and the circumftances I fhall lay 
before you. Gentlemen, this is a moft calamitous cafe, 
involving in it not only the intire deftruction for ever, both in 
fortune and fituation, of this gentleman who is the defendant, 
but alfo the happinefs of the relations who are connected with 
him. This defendant does not prefent himfelf to you as a per- 
fon hacknied in the ways of vice, fach as my learned friend has 
defcribed, and for whom there is noexcufe; he does not pre- 
fent himfelt to you as the fafhionable feducer, who {elects his 
victims from the giddy circles that furround him. This isan 
unfortunate young ‘man, with a heart too fulceptible, and 
unhappily too much expofed to the object of his affection. 

* You have heard from Mrs. Emerfon, that for fix months 
before, fhe obferved his admiration for the plaintiff’s wife, and 
to fuch a2 degree, that fhe thought it called on her to point out 
to her that it was tod marked, and that as a modef{t woman fhe 
ought not to admitit. It does appear there was no reltraint 
upon the defendant in his accefs to the lady, whofe charms had 
fuch an effe€&t as to overpower his duty and regard to his fae 
mily, and to fufpend the operation of thofe principles under 
which he had ever a&ted; for 1 would afk my learned friend, 
whesher any reproach can juftly be made againft this gentle= 
man for any part of his conduét prior to this cataftrophe, which 
we in common deplore? That which is ftated as the great 
aggravation of the offence has been the inducement and caufe 
ot it. It wasthe beauty of this enchanting objedt, to which 
he had continual accefs, that diipoffefled him of that reafon he 
would have otherwife exercifed ; and it is to be lamented, that 
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what Mrs. Emerfon obferved did not make its way to the no~ 
tice of the hufband before thefe two perfons had, from a ftate 
of mutual confidence, arrived at a degree of mutual affection 
that brought them to a precipice, down which they were 
plunged by the dread of being feparated. It is not fuggefted, 
that previous to this time any one immodeft overture was made, 
or any impropriety either in his language or demeanour. 

« Mr. Law contended, that the defendant’s yielding up the 
objet of his love, out of regard to her maternal feelings, fo 
foon after the elopement, was a circumftance preatly in his 
favour, and proved he was only a€tuated in his attachment by 
areal affeflion, Mr. Law went into a minute coniideration 
of the profits which had arifen to the defendant in the courle 
of his partnerfhip with the plaintiff, ftating that they did not 
excecd 3000l, and that he had been put into bufinefs on the 
credit of his father’s capital, who had eight daughters unmar- 
ried, thereby inferring, that large damages, inftead of punifh- 
ing the defendant, would fall heavy on his innocent relatives. 
Mr. Law alfo drew a very farcible argument, with refpe& to 
damages, from the circumftance of the whole of the bufineds 
having devolved on the plaintiff, in confequence of the con- 
duét of the defendant. With refpeé to the example necef- 
fary to be given to the world, he conceived the fituation of the 
parties was example fufficient, without inflicting heavy da« 
mages on the defendant. After a fpeech replete with forcible 
reafoning and captivating eloquence, he concluded by trufting 
that the jury would give the whole of the cafe their moft fe~ 
rious confideration, and that their judgment would be that of 
mercy, and not of terror or vengeance.” 

Mr. Under Sheriff.—“ Gentlemen of the jury, as you are 
not accuftomed to fit upon occafions like the prefent, I think 
it neceflary to explain the nature of it to you. The Sheriff 
has received a precept from the Court of King’s Bench 
ftating that Benjamin Boddington has had a criminal conver 
fation with the wife of Samuel Boddington, and that the plain« 
tiff has laid his damages at fifty thoufand pounds: That the 
defendant has admitted the truth of the charge; but as, 
without a trial by a jury, the Court cannot tell what damages 
have been fuftained, therefore that the Sheriff fhall, by your 
oath, make fuch enquiry. Theonly queftion for your cons 
fideration is the amount of the damages, and that will depend 
on the evidence as it ftrikes yous. The injury on the record 
is, that the defendant deprived the plaintiff of the comfort and 

fellowfhip of his wife. (Here the Under Sheriff recapitulated 
VoL, XXX. aP the 
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the whole of the evidence, commenting upon it as he pro 
ceeded.) This, gentlemen, is the evidence on which you are 
called upon to pronounce your verdict. Itis for an injury as 
ferious as one man can commit againft another, and for which 
the party injured has a right to afk for exemplary damages, 

“ Something, gentlemen, has been faid by the learned Coun 
fel who opened the cafe to you, about the Court being changed, 
I fhould be indeed forry if, in confequence of the defendant's 
not pleading to the charge, the caufe of the plaintiff thould 
be rendered worfe: Very unfortunate would be his fituation, 
if my giving the charge to the jury, inftead of the noble and 
learned Lord who prefides in the fuperior Court, or the cir- 
cumftance of his caufe being tried here inftead of Weftmin- 
fter-hall, fhould affect the meafure of the camages to which 
he is entitled. On the fubje& of damages, it is difficult for a 
Judge to make any obfervations; but there are certain general 
topics of obfervation, which cannot but be evident to you. 
Thefe are, the nature and degree of the inquiry, the circum- 
ftances of aggravation or extenuation, and the rank of the 
parties in life. 

“ The fortune of the defendant has been much urged by the 
learned Counfel ; but it may be faid in anfwer to that argue 
ment, that fortune can never be urged as a criterion to direét 
a jury, or to conclude their verdict, but it is merely mentioned 
to affift their judgment. A contrary principle would be dan- 
gerous to fociety, for men without fortunes might violate the 
laws with impunity. With thefe obfervations 1 will leave the 
cafe with you; you will give fuch damages as will fatisfy your 
own coniciences, but in 4 cafe of this fort it is neceflary to give 
that appropriate verdiét, which, at the fame time that it fatisfies 
the parties, may operate asa Jeflon to the world.” 

The jury retired about a quarter of an hour; and on their 
return the foreman pronounced a verdiét for the plaintiff, with 
Ten Thoufand Pounds Damages. 

We not recollect ever to have witnefled a writ of enquiry 
executed with fuch folemnity. 





MODE of PUNISHING an ELOPEMENT ix TUR- 
KEY. 


Young Venetian ferved in the fhop of an apothecary at 
Conftantinople, whom a Turkith lady, attended only by 

her flave, came to confult, and was fhewn into another room, 
leaving 
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leaving the apprentice and the fair Circaffian alone. Ina few 
days returning with her miftrefs, and the fame opportunity re- 
curring, fhe opened her heart, propofed an elopement, and 
promifed much treafure. She kept her word, and they dilaps 
peared without fubfequent detection. Upon difcovery, the 
punifhment of thefe lovers would have been horrible; he 
would have been impaled alive, and the drowned in a fack ! ! 





TURNPIKE TICKETS. 


To th PRINTERS, 
STIRS, 
Purchafer of the Weekly Entertainer fuppofes the fol- 
lowing plan would be ufeful to travellers, and fave the 
gate-men much trouble in anfwering enquirers; and, if fug- 
gefted in the Entertainer, may poflibly be adopted by the 
commiffioners, without any additional expence, in all the roads. 


PLAN oF TuRNPIKE TICKETS, 
HIOSOHHOSSOOO>O>OODOOOOOOE 
Bripport District. 
Extent, 11 Miles. 

Weft Gate.—One Penny Toll. 

the of 179 


Miles. 
To Axminfter, Weft, 101 
To Lyme, South-Weft, 6 
From Bridport, Eait, 14 
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Charaéters of MONSIEUR andthe COMTE D’ARTOIS. 
Written in 1793, by Mr. BuRKE. 


HE Prince, who has juft claim to exercife the regency 

of France, like other men, is not without his faults and 
defe&s. But faults or defeéts (always fuppofing them faults 
or defe&s of common human infirmity) are not what in any 
country deftroy a legal title to government. Thefe Princes 
are kept in a poor obfcure country town of the King of 
Pruffia’s. Their reputation is entirely at the mercy of every 
calumniator. They cannot thew themfelves, they cannot 
explain themlelves as Princes ought to do. After being well. 


S73 informed, 
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informed, as any man here can be, I do not find that thefe 
blemifhes in this eminent perfon are at all confiderable, or that 
they at allaffeét a character which is full of probity, honour, 
generofity, and real goodnefs. In fome points he has but too 
much refemblance of his unfortunate brother, who, with all 
his weaknefles, bad a good underftanding, and many parts of an 
excellent man and a good King. But Monfieur, without 
fuppofing the other deficient (as he was not) excels him in 
general knowledge, and in a fharpand keen obfervation, with 
fomething of a better addrefs, and ahappier mode of {peaking 
and writing ; his converfation is agreeable and informed ; his 
manners gracious and princely. 

His brother, the Comte d’Artois, fuftains ftill better the 
reprefentation of his place. He is eloquent, lively, and 
engaging in the higheft degree; of a decifive character, and 
full of energy and activity. Ina word, he isa brave, honoure 
able, and accomplifhed cavalier, Their brethren of royalty, 
if they were true to their own intereft and caufe, inftead of 
relegating thefeilluftrious perfons to an obfcure town, would 
bring them forward in their courts and camps, and exhibit 
them to what they would fpeedily obtain, the efteem, refpedct, 
and affeQion of mankind ! 





4 Singular PARSIMONIOUS CHARACTER, 


NE Ironmore, who lately died worth very confiderable 
property, though only clerk to an attorney, was a 
character truly eccentrick.—He was not only a batchelor, but 
always fcemed to entertain an opinion of the fair fex next to 
the moft perfect contempt. Though fixty-fix years of age 
when he died, no perfon ever recollected feeing him imile. 
In his drefs he was fingular in the extreme, as he never 
purchafed coat, waiftcoat, or breeches from his childhood, but 
indulged his tafte for old fafhions in wearing part of a large 
ftock of antique cloaths left by his uncle, as frugal as himfelf, 
He was particularly attached to old wigs, and, except a fhilling 
for a coarfe neck-handkerchief juft before his death, never 
laid out any thing but for thofe and thoes, which he always 
mended himfelf. Into the room in which he flept in the houle 
of his employer, noperion bad been fuffered to enter for five 
years previous to his deceafe, neither was it fwept or wathed 
during that period. Inftcad of a pocket-handkerchief, he 
made 
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made ufe.of a fheet.of white paper, which he always fpr2ad 
upon his knee, while at meals. 

In the fummer feafon, when the family was out of town, ia 
which he was employed, he had a full {cope to his difpofition in 
boarding himfelf ; but having a weak digeftion, could eat 
nothing out of doors but leg of beef: When at home, not 
being willing to lofe the rind of the bacon, which he could.not 
eat, he ufed tocut it in flips, and ufe it for thoc-ftrings, till the 
fmell, in confequence of its attraction of the dogs, &ce 
wherever he made his appearance, obliged him to abandon the 
practice. 

Being once bantered by a vifitor, who obferved the piteous 
moanings of the family cat then left to his care, a.d naturally 
imputed them to hunge:, Ironmofe told sim he would put 
them in poffeffion of a cheap remedy. again. importunities of 
that nature; and without the leaft derangement of features, 
taking the eat in his arms, and greafing her head ail over with 
a little of the fatof his leg of beef, aflured him, as was really 
the cafe, that the had then fafficient employment for the whole 
afternoon tolick her face and head clean, which would be 
apparently as fatisfying to her as folid tood. Mott of his 
property went to fuch of his relatives as were in good circunts 

frances. 





POPULAR PREJUDICES /ill retained in the ORKNEY 
ISLANDS, 


[From Sir John Sinclair’s Statiftical Account of the Charaéter and 
Manners of the People of South Ronaldfay and Burray.] 


HERE are few or no inftances of any perfons being 

convicted of capital crimes; but petty theit is very 
frequent. ‘I here are no pitiaes of Peace to punifh this vice; 
and if there were, it would be extremely difficult to convict 
the delinquent ; becaufe there is a very general belief, that 
whofoever is concerned in bringing the guilty to punifhment, 
will never thrive, 

Within thefe laft feven years, the minifter has been twice 
interrupted in adminiftering baptifm to a female child, before 
the male child, who was baptized immediately after. When 
the fervice was over, he was gravely told, that he had done 
very wrong; for as the female child was firft baptized, fhe 
would, on her coming to the years ot difcretion, moft certainly 
have a ftrong beard, and the boy weuld have none. No 
couple 
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couple choofes to marry except with a growing moon, and 
fome even with fora flowing tide. The exiftence of fairies 
and witches is ferioufly believed by fome, who in order to 
protect themfelves from their attacks, draw imaginary circles, 
and place knives in the walls of houfes. The worft confe- 
quence of this fuperftitious belief is, that when a perfon lofes 
a horfe or cow, it fometimes happens that a poor woman in 
the neighbourhood is blamed, and knocked in fome part of the 
head, above the breath, until the blood appears. But in thefe 
parifhes there are many decent, honeft, and fenfible people, 
who laugh at fuch abfurdities, and treat them with deferved 
contempt. 





CURIOUS RECEIPT, 
Aéiually given for Rent on Chrifimas-Day, 1762. 
ECEIVED thjs anniverfary day of Chrift’s nativity, 


according to vulgar chronology, December 25th, new 
itile, inthe 62d year of the XVIIIth century of the Chriftian 
zra, fynchronizing or coinciding with the 6475th year of the 
Julian period; the 2870th from the foundation of the truly 
ancient city of London ; the fecond year of the 635th olym- 
piad; the 2515th year from the building of the ancient city of 
Rome; the 2511th year of Nabonazar, or the 2087th year of 
the Philippic epocha, on Saturday the gth day of the Egyptian 
wandering month Phamenoth; the 1817th year and yoth day 


from Julius Czfar’s invafion of England; the 14.7gth year of: 


the Dioclefian radix, or era of the Cophlic Martyrs; the 18th 
of the fixed Egyptian month Chaae 5 the 1176th year of the 
Turkith Hegira, or flight of Mahomet; the 8th day of the 
month Guimadi II. 2 years and 61 days from the acceffion of 
King George lil. to the Crown of Great-Britain, &c. 54 
days after a lunar partial eclipfe, which fell out in the 2511¢h 
year of Nobanazar ; on Monday the 15th day of the wander- 
ing month Tybi, at the interval or diftance of 2484 Juliana 
years, and 216 days from the moft ancient lunar eclipfe, re- 
corded by Prolemy to have been celebrated at Babylon the 27th 
of Thoth, in the 27th year of Nabonazar,and in the 1ft year 
of the reignof Mardokemrad, the 5th Chaldean King, (in 
Scripture tiled Merodach Baladon the fon of Baladon, King 
of Babylon) of Mr. J. G. of W , in the county of 
Middlefex, ¢omedian, by the hands of Mr. J. B. K. journeye 
9 man 
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man wheel-wright, in the prefence of Mr. J. P. one piece of 
gold coin, being the lawful coin of this realm of Great-Britain, 
called half-a-guinea, of the value of ten fhillings and fixpence, 
in full for 43 days and 12 hours rent, due to me this day, for 
two rooms next the firmament, lately in my tenure and occu- 
pation, in the dwelling houfe of Mr. R. W. fituated in B > 
in the parifh of St. James’s, Clerkenwell, in the county afore- 
faid, and in full of all demands, from the creation of the world 
to this moment. 





Per me, D. K. Teacher of Chronology. 





4A LORD MAYOR’s CHARITY. 
[From an authentic Paper by Mr. Strypz. ] 


RS. ANNE ASKEW being brought before the King’s 
Council, in the year 1546, ona charge of denying the 
dotrine of tranfubftantiation, Sir Martin Bowes (Lord 
Mayor) fitting with the Council, as moft meet for his wifdom, 
defired leave to talk to her. eave was granted, 

Lord Mayor. Thou foolifh woman, fayeft thou that the 
prieft cannot make the holy body of Chrift?—, 4, I fay fo, 
my Lord ; for I have read that God made man, but that man 
made God I never yet read, nor, I fuppofe, ever thall._— 
L.M. No! Thou foolifh woman, after the words of confee 
cration, is it not the Lord’s body ?—. 4. No; it is but cons 
fecrated bread, or facramental bread.—Z. AZ: What if a 
moufe eat it after confecration ? what fhall become of this 
moufe ? What fayeft thou, thou foolifh woman ?— A, 4. What 
fhall become of her, fay you, my Lord ?—L. MZ —I fay the 
moule is damned.— 4. 4. Alack ! poor moufe. 





ANECDOTES of GENERAL HOUCHARD. 


HIS officer, who was executed during the adminiftration 

of Robelpierre, was a foldier of fortune, and, ,much 
againft bis will, made Commander in Chief of the army of the 
North. Hehad fignalized himfelf while a fubaltern ia the 
cavalry. He waslodged atthe Abbey, in the fame cor:idor 
with an Engtith lady (Mrs. P.), and took every opportunity 
when his door was left unbolted (for the purpofe of filling his 
pitcher with water) to converfe frankly with her. “ I am to 
die (fays he) for not having driven your Englith a 
the 
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the fea. This is the indireét charge, and not ore military man 
among all my judges; they ftatethat 1 had 60,000 men; I 
commanded 36,000 only, of which 18,000 were excellent 
troops ; the remainder—undifciplined ruftics, and only to be 
puthed on by artificial means; unluckily, we had no brandy 
Jett. I am little verfed in hiftory, yet fometimes read what 
particularly interefts, my own profeffion; and I could not but 
recolleét at the time, that not far from our camp were two 
memorable fields of battle, in both of which your countrys 
men gave proof of what a very few, the flower of a brave 
Nation, may atchieve, when driven toa defperate alterna. 
tive,*”” 

So foon as the General came into Court, and his perfon was. 
recogniged, the Jury.called out, ** Weare fatisfied; peine de 
mortt.”” At that inftant Houchard fprang from the chair in 
which they had placed him, and forced his way over the tables, 
to the feats of his judges, who efcaped by flight into a back 
room. It was long before be could be fecured and bound. 

He was about 38 years of age, fix feet two inches high, and 
endued with wonderful active force; not the clown-like 
ftrength of the Farnefian Hercules, but the fuelt and claftic 
vigour of the famous aflailing gladiator at the villa Borghe/e,\i 
of which we have fo many good copies in Great Britain, 
From that day forward, all prifoners, while at the tribunals, 
have been tied in the Terrible Fauteutl,§ with cords. General 
Houchard, to the moment of his death, fhewed a manly and 
ftern bravery. 


* Creffy and Agincourt. 
+ Death. 
|| In Italy. 
§ A term given tothe arm-chair allotted for prifoners on trial ; 
who do not ftand at a bar as in England. 





REFLECTIONS. 


MBITION and avarice, cruelty and revenge, make no 
part of the Chriftian fyftem; confequenily the man 
who cherifhes within his bofom thefe murderous paffions cane 
not be a Chriftian, whatever be his external profeffions. 
Let not the hope of preferment tempt thee to renounce thy 
integrity, or to apoftatize from thofe principles which thy 
conicience tell thee to be right. ; 


4 FACT. 
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Labouring man whofe name is William Haftings, has 
built for himfelf a dwelling-houfe, eight yards {quare, 
two ftories high, and containing a parlour and kitchen on the 
ground floor, All the materials have been conveyed to it 
either by a wheel-barrow, or in a bag over his fhoulders, a 
fmall part of the flate.excepted. This monument of toilfome 
perfeverance is fituate near Harrington Harbour. He wheeled 
the lime from the kilns at Daffington, the ftones from a quarry 
inthe Seabrows, and bore by far the greater part of the timber 
upon his back from one of the yards at Workingtor.! The 
Herculean tafk (not lefs credible than many of the labours of 
the celebrated fon of Alcmena) was completed a few days agcy 
and the manfion is to be called InpusTRY-HALL. 





Anfwer, by Hermes, of Bath, toT. Groundjfel’s Queflion, inferted 
May 25, 1795+ 


AKE x—y=m’*; then x=m’-+y, which fubftituted in 

the other expreflion gives m*-+ 3m*y+4y* = a (quare. 

Aflume it = the fquare of n—2y=n*—4ny + 4y’, fo will 

(3m*+4n) xx=n*—m‘; therefore y= (n*—m*+) + (3m*+ 

4n), where m and nare to be taken at pleature, provided n be 
greater than m*. 





Anfwer, by F. Bradridge, of Dean Prior, to W. Hoare’s Charade, 
inferted ‘June 19. 


OUR charade, Sir, I long had read 
Ere MISTRUST came into my head. 

*t* We have received the like anfwer from J. Williams, 
junior, of Plymouth; G. Hazel, and W. Renneis, of Barn- 
ftaple; J. Gidley, of Dean Prior; T. Bullock, of St. Cos 
jumb; and I. Salter, of Broadclitt. 


a ——— a ES ED 


4n ENIGMA, by A€etallicus Columbienfis. 


E lovely fair! who read each myftic page, 
The glory, pride, and wonder of your age; 
Admit an ufeful triend in thin difguife, 
For a few moments to attraét your eyes. 


Vou, XXX, 2Q When 
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When Grecia’s bard defcribes the Stypgian fhades, 
Hot burning vallics, lakes, and dreary glades, 

‘Thro devious patks his hero leads along, 

While damned fiends and furies round him throng, 
Wonder, amazement, in his eyes appear’d, 

When, lo! a monfter his huge carcafe rear’d, 

As centinel at Pluto’s palace gate, 

Three heads he had, and watchfully he fate, 

’ Till great Alcides the huge watch o’ercame, 

And led in triumph his infernal game. 


Now, like Cerberus, I’m a cent’nel true, 

But ’{tead of three heads I have only two; 

Drawn from their priftine ftate by wond’rous might, 
Thro’ fhades impervious as the ten-fold night 5 
Thro’ gloomy grots, and ftinking, noxious air, 

Where thunders roar, and fulphurous lightnings glare. 
Thence thro’ a barren defart drove away, 

Tho’ cold the night, or fcorching hot the day, 

Thro’ ftagnant waters, and confuming fire, 

Beat, bruis’d, and cut with worfe than whip or wirce 


Again behold the fky ferene and clear, 

On yonder plain behold my parent there 5 

A tall but flender dame, in robes of green, 
Who to be valu’d need but to be feen; 

But don’t miftake her race for near relations, 
Who often execute the laws of nations; 
From whence difguftful epithets arife, 

Some praife its juftice, others it defpife. 


When grown mature I’m from my parent torn, 
Then to fome handicraft am ftraightway borne, 
From him to others ftill I’m made compleat, 
Then by fome vet’rans borne along the ftreet 5 
Like Mofes’ ferpent they my form exhibit, 
I’m long and fmall too, and a pole’s my gibbet ; 
My worth they publifh, and my ufe define— 
Indeed you’d think me of fome noble line; 
Clothed in purple, yellow, white, or blue, 

Or cap-a-pie, am of a golden hue; 

The ladies’ friend, for when I was not near, 
‘Their drefs of erft did awkwardly appear 5 

J ama flave to you, and you to me, 

Then fay, dear ladics, what my name can be. 


9 , POETRY. 
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For the Weexktry ENTERTAINER. 
Lines, occafioned by a Thunder Storm, which happened on the Night 
of Auguft 17,1797» 


OW mighty is that God, whofe word 
The raging winds obey $ 
Who bid’ft hed dreadful tempeft rife, 
And can its fury itay ! 


Mighty that God! who now involves 
In darknefs yonder fky; 

Who bid’ft the rain in torrents pour, 
‘The vivid light’nings fly ! 

Hark! o'er my head the thunder burtfts, 
And bends my trembling foul ; 

How mighty is that God who thus 
Is heard from pole to pole ! 


See thro’ the wide and black expanfe, 
The eleétric fluids dart ; 

With horrid glare the night illume, 
And awe the human heart! 


How gracious is that God, whofe care 
Provides me here a home ; 

Securely fhelters from the ftorm, 
Tho’ others thro’ it roam. 


While fome poor wretch, his fhiv’ring limbs 
With rags fcarce cover'd o’er, 

Into fome noifome hovel crawls, 
Or lays him near our door— 


I, ftretch’d upon the bed of eafe, 
Can hear the rain defcend ; 

Can hear the tempeft howl around, 
That feems the globe to rend! 


Lord, whatis man! that thou fhould’f blefs, 
Poor atom of the duft! 

His merit none, thy mercy all, 
On which our fouls can truit. 


Teach me this truth, oh write it here, 
Deep in this ftubborn heart! 

ot "Te God’ s free grace my all I owe, 
*¢ My merit bears no part.” 


D. GILL. 
Briftel, F 
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For the Weexty EnrTerTaAINner. 
To MEM © -R -Y. 


WEETLY kind, propitious power, 
. Gift of nature’s bounteous God ! 
Lead me to fome rural bower, 
Far from folly’s vain abode, 
Where I erft was wont to rove, 
Bleft with Anna, bleft with love. 


Then my heart was free from pain, 
Sweetly roll’d each paffing hour, 
Sorrow ne’er could intervene, 
Whilft I held that precious flower. 
Bleft with beauty, bleft with fenfe, 
Bleft with {potlefs innocence. 


Oft along yon filent mead, 
Where the purling riv’lets flow, 
With dear Anna have I ftray’d, 
And each rifing beauty faw ; 
Joyous heard the feather'd throng, 
Chant their artlefs, gleeful fong. 


But alas! thofe fcenes are fled, 
Sorrow now invades my breaft ; 

Lovely Anna’s cold and dead, 
Who my eyes fo often bleit; 

And her gentle fpirit’s flown 

Full blown glories to put on. 


Now dear memory be kind, 

With bright vifions foothe my break ; 
In idea let me find, 

That I Anna ftill poffefs, 
Till we meet on Sion’s thore, 
Never, never to part more. 

F. HANCOCK. 
Exeter, September 4, 1797- 








SON WN E T. 


Ys I will go where circling whirlwinds rife, 
Where threat’ning clouds in fable grandeur low’r ; 
Where the blait yells, the liquid columns pour, 
And maddening billows combat with the fkies ! 
There, while the demon of the tempeit flies 
On growing pinions thro’ the troub’lous hour, 
The wild waves cath impatient to devour, 
And on the rock the waken’d vulture cries! 
Oh! dreadful folace to the ftormy mind { 
To me more pleafing than the valley’s reit, 
The woodland fongiters, or the {portive hind, 
That nip the turf, or prune the painted creft ; 
For in defpair alone the wretched find 
That unction {weet which lulls the bleeding breatt. 

















































